English 1100.21
At-Home Essay (20%)
Due: Oct. 1st     
Write a 600-650 word persuasive essay on ONE of the following topics. 
The first two topic choices are based on Evan Osnos’s article “Survival of the Richest: Preparing for the Worst, in Luxury.” The last two topic choices are based on Malcolm Gladwell’s article “Small Change: Why the Revolution Will Not be Tweeted.” Both articles have been emailed to you.

1. Do you think that the millions that the billionaires are spending on their survival will help them survive?

2. Do the benefits for society of the billionaires’ survival projects outweigh their social harm?

3. Gladwell asks, “Are people who log on to their Facebook page really the best hope for us all?” (44). How would you answer Gladwell?

4. Gladwell claims that “Facebook activism succeeds not by motivating people to make a real sacrifice but by motivating them to do the things that people do when they are not motivated enough to make a real sacrifice” (47). How strongly, in your experience, can Facebook motivate people?

WORKSHOP
Bring three copies of your draft of the essay to class on Sept. 24th for a Draft Exchange Workshop.

Absence from the workshop or an incomplete draft may result in a penalty of 5% of course mark.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
